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Appendix 1: Map of Bootle Area Action Plan area
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Appendix 3: UU representation at Preferred Option stage (part) — evidence re
water efficiency
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WATER EFFICIENCY IN NEW HOMES

Evidence to support adoption of the Building Regulations Optional
Requirement for local authorities in North West England and the Midlands

Background

Water is essential for life - yet here in the UK (as in many regions across the world) the future availability of
water is a concern. The area covered by Water Resources West is an area the Environment Agency has
described as having ‘moderate water stress’; water scarcity/stress occurs when demand is high compared to
the water that is available’ .

Population growth, climate change and environmental protection measures all put pressure on water
resources and contribute to water stress in our region. On top of this, housing shortages mean that lots more
housing is needed today and in the future. Hence, planning policy is a vital tool to help ensure long term
sustainable management of water supplies, as well as helping protect our local rivers and wildlife. Achievinga
balance between these conflicting demands is a challenge for us all.

Water Efficiency Standards for New Homes

The Code for Sustainable Homes was launchedin 2006 to help reduce UK carbon emissions and create more
sustainable homes; it was the national standard for usein the design and construction of new homes in the
UK and is still referred to in older Lecal Plans. In 2015 it was withdrawn and some of its standards were
consolidated into Building Regulations including the requirement for all new dwellings to achieve a water
efficiency standard of 125 litres of water per person per day (I/p/d). In the same year, the Government
updated Building Regulations Part G, introeducing an ‘optional’ requirement of 110 |/p/day for new residential
development, which should be implemented through local policy where thereis a clear need based on

evidence.(See Appendix1).

In 2018, Welsh Government amended building regulations so that new builds are built to a standard of
110 |fp/d. In England however the standard of 110 |/p/d needs to be adopted as a local policy by each planning
authority in its local plan before it can take effect.

In 2020, the government published a White Paper on future planning? in England. The focus is on clear
requirements and standard approaches. It clear that water will remain an important consideration and that
“sustainable development” will be a key test.

The Need for Water Efficiency in New Homes

The Water Framework Directive (WFD) was adopted into UK Law in 2003. It was designed to change water
management for the better by putting aquatic ecology at the heart of all management decisions. One of the
most important features of the WFD is that it encourages public consultation, meaning everyone can have a
say in what is needed to protect our water resources. It also takes into account the environmental, economic
and social implications of any such investment/decisions.

Delivery of the WFD objectives in our region is set out in River Basin Management Plans for the Solway
Tweed, Morth West, Dee, Severn and Humber River Basins. These documents highlight a number of issues
that are affecting the achievement of the WFD objectives, one of these is the pressures from water supply.
Thus, there are a variety of reasons why water efficiencyis important for Local Authorities.

"Water stressed areas — final classification, Environment Agency and Natural Resources Wales, July 2013
2 The Building (Amendment) (Wales) Regulations 2018

*Planning for the future, Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, August 2020
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Local Authorities have a duty of care for communities and the environment and the reduction in water use
can help to minimise the quantity of water taken from the environment as well as helping to control customer
bills. There are some important factors to consider in this regard:

+ The general Duty to Co-operatet can also apply to water efficiency and, across the region, there are
several examples of exemplar project partnerships between Local Authorities and water companies.

+ The National Planning Policy Framework® Section 2 requires strategic policies to make sufficient provision
for water supplies. Section 14 of the NPPF concerns “Meeting the challenge of climate change, flooding
and coastal change' and paragraph 149 make specific reference to water supply within this context.
Paragraph 170 goes on the set out that planning policies and decisions should contribute to and enhance
the natural and local envirenment including water. For reference we have included specific government
guidance in relation to the optional standard in Appendix 2.

+ Local Authorities must “have regard to the River Basin Management Plans and any supplementary plans
in exercising their functions” and this includes taking action on water efficiency.

+ The production of mains water requires significant energy and chemical inputs and hence reducing
demand for water can contribute significantly to reducing carbon emissions, especially where those
savings are of hot water.

Why do we need to save water?

The areas covered by Water Resources West are classed as an area under ‘water stress’ by the Environment
Agency (Table 1). While local planning authorities are encouraged to draw on this existing evidence to
establish the need for possible action governmentmakes clear that this should not be the only consideration®
- not least because current maps were not developedto establish areas where additional controls were
required on new homes. A requirement for a higher water efficiency standard within a local plan should also
follow on from consultation with the local water supplier and the Environment Agency. Additional reasons for
the local needfor action highlighted by the Environment Agency and the local water suppliers are set out
below.

Table 1. Water Stress Classification for current and future scenarios’ (L=low stress; M=moderate stress; S=serious
stress). The four scenarios represent the range of pressures on water resources from climate change and future
demands.

Water CurrentStress  Future Future Future

company area Scenario1 Scenario2 Scenario 4

Dwr Cymru M M M M M

Welsh Water

SevernTrent M M M M M

South Staffs M M M M M

Water

United Utilities | M M M M M

tSection 110 of the Localism Act sets out the ‘Duty to Co-operate’. It requires cooperation between local
planning authorities and other public bodies to maximise the effectiveness of policies for strategic matters in
Local Plans. Even if the formal duty is removed in future legislation, the August 2020 White Paper® makes it
clear that strategic, cross-boundary issues should still be considered in the context of sustainable
development.
s Nationzl Planning Policy Framework, Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local Government, February 2019
® Housing Standards Beview Consultation, Department for Communities and Local Government, August 2013
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In March 2020, the Environment Agency published the National Framework for Water Resources’. This
identifies strategic water needs for England and its regions across all sectors up to and beyond 2050. The
National Framework identifies that our region faces the second highest pressures on Water Resources.
Significantly, the National Framework identifies that increased consumption, driven by population
increases, is the largest driver of additional water need in the region. Increased public water supply
drought resilience, increased protection for the environment and the impact of climate change reducing
water availability of existing supplies also have impacts on water availability (Figure 1).

Based on the best available evidence the National Framework adopted a planning assumption of
reducing average per capita consumption (PCC) to 110 I/p/d by 2050 nationally. Water Resources West’s
projections are broadly consistent with that, with average per capita consumption reducing to 111 I/p/d by
2050%. These projections are based on forecasts made for the water companies’ 2019 WRMPs.

Evenwith these reductions in consumption, parts of our region will need new water resources to be
developed?. If the planned reductions are not achieved then more significant and more costly water
resources will needto be developed. It is therefore important the measures are taken across the region to
support the achievement of the lower per capita consumption.

Figure 1. Extract from the National Framework? showing how population growth results in Water Resources West
having the second highest pressure on water resources in England. Numbers in the pie charts show the additional
water needed by 2050 due to different drivers (in Ml/d).
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Public concern also highlights the need to support water saving. Surveys? of water users in North West
England and the Midlands have shown that, while there is little general awareness of the issues, once
informed 70% are concermned about water scarcity. In addition to running out of water, customers are worried
about the potential impact on water bills, restrictions and wastage

Water Framework Directive requirements are set out in River Basin Management Plans. Water efficiency
measures have a direct effectin reducing the abstraction from water bodies assessed in those plans.
Abstraction in turn affects the hydrological regime of those water bodies. River Basin ManagementPlans for
the Solway Tweed, North West, Dee, Severnand Humber River Basins identify that there are waterbodies
within all those areas for which the hydrological regime does not support good status. In turn the
hydrological regime can affect water quality, speciesand habitats.

Changes to the natural flow and level of water is identified as a significant water management issue. Reduced
flow and water levels in rivers and groundwater caused by hufman activity (such as abstraction) can mean that
there is not enoughwater for people to use and wildlife might not be able to survive. Reducedflow affects
the health of fish and exaggeratesthe impacts of barriers suchas weirs.

Table 2. WFD classification of waterbodies in 2015 River Basin Management Plans

River Basin District Percentage of surface water Percentage of groundwater

bodies not achieving good bodies not achieved good
ecological status or potential quantitative status

Solway Tweed™ 54% (305 out of 560) 28% (18 out of 64)
North West" 78% (480 out of 613) 1% (2 out of 18)
Humber® 86% (839 out of g&7) 25% (13 out of 51)
Severn®? 80% (604 out of 755) 21% (9 out of 42)
Dee* 73% (68 out of g3) o% (o out of 5)

Summary of evidence on the need for the optional water efficiency standard
As we have seen above, there is a range of evidence on the water stress across the North West and the
Midlands. This means there is a clear need for the 110 |/p/d water efficiency standard.

For inclusion in a local plan a local planning authority must be able to demonstrate at examination of the plan
that the standard is required to address a clear needand as part of an approach to water efficiency that is
consistent with a wider approach to water efficiency as set out in the local water undertaker’s water
resources managementplan. We recommend that the following evidence is cited:

*  The classification of moderate water stress for the water supplier in your area (Table 1)".

*  The National Framework for water resources noting that Water Resources West faces the second
highest pressures on water resources in England due largely to population growth?.

* The National Framework for water resources planning assumption of 110 |fp/d’.

*  The consistency between these planned reductions in consumption between the National
Framework, Water Resources West’s plans and your water supplier’s WRMPZ,

5 Customer Surveyfor Severn Trent, ThamesWater and United Utilities, Verve, July 2018

" Biver basj - ' in district: 2, Environment Agency

and Natural Scotland, 21 Decemberzo1s
" . .

Environment Agency, Decemberzo1s
= River basin management plan, Part 1: Humber river basin district, Environment Agency, Decemberzo1s

" River basin management plan, Part 1: Severnriver basin district, Environment Agency, December

* Dee River Basin ManagementPlan 2015 — 2021, Proposed Summary, Natural Resources Wales and
Environment Agency, October 2015
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¢ High levels of public concemn (70%) in the region, when informed about issues of water scarcity®.

* Referenceto the WFD ecological status of water bodies in your River Basin District, with changes to
flow and level recognised as a significant water management issue in the River Basin Management
Plan (Table 2).

Water Companies

A consequence of the population and housing growth in our region has meant that water companies have
beenasked to accommodate the new growth, yet at the same time their abstraction licenses are being
reduced. Therefore it is vital that water companies support and are supported in initiatives to help get11o
Ifp/d in planning policies across local authorities in the region, to help meet their requirement to supply their
customers. The water companies in Water ResourcesWest are Dwr Cymru Welsh Water, Severn Trent, South
5taffs and United Utilities.

In preparing your local plan you should consult with your local water supply company on specific local issues.

New Homes

The scale of new development that is needed across our region is immense - the Government aiming for
delivery of 300,000 new homes a year across England®. Within Water ResourcesWest's region we estimate
that there will be 1.6 million new properties by 2050. Yet at the same time there is need to share the already
scarce water resources - therefore the need for implementing at least 110 I/p/d into local plans and policies is
apparent.

Impact on viability

The cost of installing water-efficient fittings to target a per capita consumption of 110l/d has been estimated
as a one-off cost of £g for a four bedroom house™. Research undertaken for the Welsh Government indicated
potential annual savings on water and energy bills for householders of £24 per year as a result of such water
efficiency measures”?.

The Consumer Council for Water notes that the discretionary, tighter {building) standard of 110 lfp/d is
something that should be pursued, also bearing in mind that saving water is not the only a driver of water
efficiency™. Thisis because water efficiency could also have a positive effecton reducing energy bills, water
bills of metered customers and carbon emissions.

The Greater London Authority carried out a survey of developers to test the viability of the 110 |/p/d standard.
The results of this survey'™ made it clear that those associated with the development industry did not consider
that the proposed changeswould have any impact on building.

Viability is also evidenced by the examples from other local authorities who have adopted the standard. South
Worcestershire adopted the 110 |fp/d standard in its February 2016 local plan. The standard remains the
preferred option for nextlocal plan. See the case study below. Bromsgrove and Redditch councils cooperated
to require the 110 I/p/d standard for certain developments in their plans which were adopted in January 2017.
Another example is Nottingham City Council who adopted the 110 I/p/d standard for all new dwellings in
January 2020.

 Planning for the Future, Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government, March zoz20

*® Housing Standards Review Cost Impacts, Department for Communities and Local Government, September
2014

7 Advice on water efficientnew homes for England, Waterwise, September2018

8 Response to Defra consultation on measures to reduce personal water use, Consumer Council for Water,
October 2019

9 Greater London Authority Housing Standards Review: Evidence Of Need, David Lock Associates,

May 2015
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Water efficiency is therefore not only viable but of positive economic benefit to both private homeowners
and tenants.

Water Calculator

The Water Calculator was developedto help provide a working example of the calculator used for part G of

the building regulations. It uses the method set out in the ‘Water Efficiency Calculator for New Dwellings’ .
The Water Calculator contains information on water consumption for hundreds of products, enabling quick

and easy specification, without the hassle of gathering data from several product manufacturers. To access

the water calculator visit: www.thewatercalculator.org.uk

Case study

South Worcestershire’s current local plan was adopted, following examination, in February 2016, Itis a
major sub-regional land use plan, prepared jointly by the three South Worcestershire Councils; Malvern Hills,
Worcester City and Wychavon working together. Within the local plan, policy SWDP3o0c states that “for
housing proposals, it must be demonstrated that the daily non-recycled water use per person will not exceed
110 l/p/d". The reasoned justification for this policy highlights the following factors:

This pelicy is central to the council’s response to the Framework, which advocates that local plans
incorporate strategies to mitigate and adapt to climate change, in line with the objectives and
provisions of the Climate Change Act 2008 over the longer term. This includes factors such as flood
risk, water supply and changes to biodiversity.

Without effective local planning and risk management, the consequences of climate change may also
have a significant detrimental impact on budgets and service delivery. It may also compromise the
Government’s ability to meetthe statutory requirementsunder the Climate Change Act 2008.

Local planning authorities have a general responsibility not to compromise the achievementof United
Kingdom compliance with the Water Framewaork Directive (WFD(68)) (Directive 2000/60/EC). More
specifically, the local plan has to take inte account the River Severn Basin Management Plan, which in
itself is a requirement of the WFD. All surface water bodies need to achieve “good ecological status”
by zo15.

The Localism Act 2011 enables the UK government to require local autherities to pay if their inaction
results in a failure to meetWFD requirements.

The Localism Act 2011 also requires local planning authorities to co-operate on strategic cross-
boundary matters, for example the provision of water supply infrastructure, water quality, water
supply and enhancementof the natural environment. Consequently, thereis a needfor developers to
engage positively with the local water supplier to ensure that all the necessary infrastructure is
secured, so as to ensure that there is no deterioration in the quality or quantity of water of the
receiving water body(ies) and to avoid delays in the delivery of development.

The 2006 Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act imposes a duty on local planning
authorities to have regard to conserving biodiversity in carrying out all of their functions.

The South Worcestershire Water Cycle Study looks at the level of planned growth and the ability of
the infrastructure (i.e. water supply and waste water treatment) to accommeodate it without
adversely affecting the natural water cycle. It identifies an overall shortage in future water supplies
that necessitates the delivery of minimum water efficiency targets.

The effective management of water is considered critical in the pursuit of sustainable development
and communities. It reducesthe impact flooding can have on the community, maintains water quality
and quantity and helps to enhance local amenity [ property value and biodiversity through the
provision of Green Infrastructure. Effective water management also reduces the movement of water
and sewage, thereby reducing energy requirements. Development preposals incorporating grey

* Appendix A of Approved Document G, The Building Begulations 2010, HM Government 2015 edition with
2016 amendments

21 -
18]

th Worcestershire Development Plan, Adopted, February 2016.
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water recycling will therefore be supported and opportunities for the retrofitting of water efficiency
measures will be encouraged.

The South Worcestershire Councils are currently preparing the next local plan. Following consultation its
Preferred Options report® was published in November 201q. In relation to water efficiency the preferred
option is to require new dwellings to meetthe tighter Building Regulations optional requirement of 110 |/p/d
as per the adopted policy.

Recommendations

There is firm evidence in across the North West and the Midlands that clearly justifies the need for more
stringent water efficiency targets for new residential development. Local Authorities should consider all the
factors in their local plans and we strongly recommend they adopt 110 |/p/d for water efficiency using the
suggested wording below:

All new residential development must achieve as a minimum the optional requirement set through
Building Regulations for water efficiency that requires an estimated water use of no more than 110
litres per person per day.

Past experience hasshown that successfuladoption of 110l/p/d in local plans requires the following:

1. Significant engagementand consultation is required in developing local plans, including engagement
with key stakeholders and public sector partners, responsible for delivering a range of services and
infrastructure.

2. Recommendlocal plans are subject to public consultations (many people are concemed about water)
and that where appropriate, comments from the public help shape the contents of this plan and helps
with public buy-in.

3. Local plans should actively encourage the design of new buildings that minimise the need for energy
and water consumption, use renewable energy sources, provide for sustainable drainage, support
water re-use and incorporate facilities to recycling of waste and resources.

4. Local plans should have a positive approach to the adaptation of climate change —

o by avoiding developmentin areas at greatest risk of flooding, and
o promoting sustainable drainage, and
o challenging water efficiency standards.

25 guth Worcestershire Development Plan Review, Preferred Options Consultation, November 201g.
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Appendix 1. Extract from Part G of the Building Regulations

Extract from Part G of Building Regulations

Optional requirement

where a condition that the dwelling should meet

29 The person camrying out the work must
inform the BCB where the optional requirement

210 As an alternative to calculating the water
consumption (as paragraph 2.8), a fittings

2.11  Where the fittings approach is usad, the
water consumption of the ided must
not exceed the values in Table 2.2. If they do, the

D o omplcs. Bty wherw &
1o demonstrate compliance. Simslarty, a
shower is not to be provided or where a waste 19 4t Goervare
disposal unit, a water softener or water re-use
is to be provided the water efficiency calculator

must be completed. The Bukng Aegiators 3910
212 thmthoimnas is used, the Sanitation, hot water safety
mﬁ\m 37 should state and water efficlency
“Less 110 litres/parson/day using fittings
approach”.
Table 2.2 Maximum fittings
consumption optional -
requirement level -+ S~~~
Water ttting Masimum consumption < asphecin bty o e
we 4726 res dual fash o
Water eMcsnmsy cabidator Vor rww daeBinge
Showsr 2 Vmin
170 Itres
Basin tsps Simn
Sink taps & 'min
Dshwasher 1.26 Vplace seting
Washng machne 817 Wlogram

Page | 8



Water Resources West | Water Efficiency in New Homes |vi.0

Appendix 2 NPPF Planning Practice Guidance
Housing: optional technical standards, Water efficiency standards®

Can local planning authorities require a tighter water efficiency standard in new dwellings?

In setting out how the planning system should contribute to the achievementof sustainable development,
the National Planning Policy Framework and guidance makes clear this includes planning to provide the high
quality housing required to meet the needs of present and future generations, and helping to use natural
resources prudently. The Framework’s policies expectlocal planning autherities to adopt proactive strategies
to adapt to climate change that take full account of water supply and demand considerations. Early
engagementbetween local planning authorities and water companies canhelp ensure the necessary water
infrastructure is put in place to support new development. See water supply guidance. The local planning
authority may also consider whethera tighter water efficiency requirementfor new homes is justified to help
manage demand.

Paragraph: 013 Reference ID: 56-013-20150327

Revision date: 27 03 2015

What standard should be applied to new homes?

All new homes already have to meet the mandatory national standard set out in the Building Regulations (of
125 litres/personfday). Where thereis a clear local need, local planning authorities can set out Local

Plan policies requiring new dwellings to meet the tighter Building Regulations optional requirement of 110
litres/person/day.

Paragraph: o14 Reference ID: 56-014-20150327

Revision date: 27 03 2015

How should local planning authorities establish a clear need?
It will be for a local planning authority to establish a clear need based on:
+ existing sources of evidence.

+ consultations with the local water and sewerage company, the Environment Agency and catchment

partnerships. See paragraph co3 of the water supply guidance

* consideration of the impact on viability and housing supply of such a requirement.
Paragraph: o15 Reference ID: 56-015-20150327

Revision date: 27 03 2015

What are the existing sources of evidence?

Primary sources of evidence which might support a tighter water efficiency standard for new dwellings are:

* The Environment Agency Water Stressed Areas Classification (5013) which identifies areas of serious water

stress where household demand for water is (or is likely to be) a high proportion of the current effective
rainfall available to meetthat demand.
*  Water resource management plans produced by water companies.

+ River Basin Management Plans which describe the river basin district and the pressure that the water
environment faces. These include information on where water resources are contributing to a water body

% hitps:/fwww.gov.uk/guidance/housing-optional-technical standards#water-efficiency-standards
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being classified as ‘at risk’ or ‘probably at risk’ of failing to achieve good ecological status, due to low flows
or reduced water availability.

In addition to these primary data sources, locally specific evidence may also be available, for example
collaborative ‘water cycle studies’ may have been carried out in areas of high growth.
Paragraph: 016 Reference ID: 56-016-20150327

Revision date: 27 03 2015

Where canl find out more about the water efficiency standard?
See further information on the water efficiency standard.
Paragraph: 017 Reference ID: 56-017-20150327

Revision date: 27 03 2015
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Appendix 4: Map of parks accessibility in Bootle

Plan (and parks boundaries) taken directly from the 2015 Open Space and Recreation Study

| ] main Park

:l Countryside Recreation Area (CRA)
|:| Neighbourhood Park

| [ ] community Park

Main Park & CRA 2km Buffer
Neighbourhood Park 1km Buffer

: Community Park 400m Buffer

Borough Boundary ~ piAcnAn

.:
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https://www.sefton.gov.uk/media/2462/openspace-recreation-study-sefton-nov2015.pdf

Appendix 5 BAAP24 Environmental Improvement priorities — list of potential or indicative projects

Project theme (part 5 policy
BAAP24)

More minor projects
(under £20,000)

Smaller scale projects
(between £20,000 & £50,000)

Medium scale projects
(between £50,000 and
£100,000)

Larger scale projects
(£100,000 or more)

on a draft priorities list.

It must be noted and understood that this draft list of priorities is indicative and does not in itself demonstrate a corporate commitment to any of the items listed.
It is not the role of this Topic Paper to commit the Council to any projects. There are separate, well-established processes and procedures for this. It is intended to
provide more detailed and costed priorities on a rolling programme in due course. If the policy is confirmed, the Council would intend to carry out public consultation

Improving public greenspaces
with emphasis on facilities,
equipment and activities for
children and young people

e More minor improvements/
maintenance repair to
existing street furniture,
play equipment or paths

eImplementing and running a
ClubSpark programme for a
tennis court over a defined
period

e Specific projects or
enhancements within public
greenspaces to

o Significant enhancement to
all or part of a park

e Improved drainage on a
pitch site

e Major upgrade and
refurbishment of a main
park

improving small areas of
under-used/left over land for
community environment
projects

e New wildflower areas,
sensory gardens, growing
spaces or similar within
public greenspaces or
school grounds

e Specific habitat and
environmental projects as
part of the Sefton
Greenways project.

e Improvement or creation of
new habitats for biodiversity
net gain (BNG)

e Specific habitat and
environmental projects as
part of the Sefton
Greenways project.

None currently envisaged

Enhancing nature, taking
account of the Local Nature
Recovery Strategy [LNRS] and
other Sefton priorities

e New wildflower areas,
sensory gardens, growing
spaces or similar within
public greenspaces or
school grounds

e Specific habitat projects as
part of the Sefton
Greenways project. Nature
recovery projects as part of
LNRS implementation

e Significant enhancement to
all or part of a park or other
greenspace

None currently envisaged

Improving priority routes
between new development
and existing public
greenspaces

e Dropped kerbs on all routes
between new housing sites
and parks

e Improving priority routes
and linking greenspaces
through the creation of
green routes as part of the
Sefton Greenways project.

e Canal towpath resurfacing,
‘gateway’ improvements
and signage for a significant
length of the canal

e Canal towpath resurfacing,
‘gateway’ improvements
and signage for the canal
throughout the plan area

e Implementation of corridor-
based neighbourhood




Project theme (part 5 policy
BAAP24)

More minor projects
(under £20,000)

Smaller scale projects
(between £20,000 & £50,000)

Medium scale projects
(between £50,000 and
£100,000)

Larger scale projects
(£100,000 or more)

It must be noted and understood that this draft list of priorities is indicative and does not in itself demonstrate a corporate commitment to any of the items listed.
It is not the role of this Topic Paper to commit the Council to any projects. There are separate, well-established processes and procedures for this. It is intended to
provide more detailed and costed priorities on a rolling programme in due course. If the policy is confirmed, the Council would intend to carry out public consultation

on a draft priorities list.

e mprovement or creation of
new habitats for biodiversity
net gain (BNG)

interventions (active travel
/accessibility/ road safety
schemes) identified through
current ‘walkability / School
Streets / Neighbourhood
development projects

Projects to deal with litter/fly
tipping

e One free ‘bulky goods’
collection per set period
within a small area

e Working with schools

e Education projects for
occupiers of HMOs, flatted
development, small
businesses

e Repeat of the recent
Bedford Road fly-tipping
reduction project in same or
new area

® More extensive fly-tipping
reduction project

e Major redesign of area
around Akenside Street to
improve the environment,
natural surveillance, walking
and cycling links and create
an environment which
discourages fly-tipping

Improving the streetscape

e More frequent litter
collection on Priority Routes
and main parks

e New hedgerows, tree
planting and wildflower
grassland along major dual
carriageways

e Support for street scape
improvements around The
Strand

None currently envisaged

None currently envisaged

Tree planting in appropriate
locations

e Planting initiatives/grants
on small sites, schools etc

e Planting initiatives/grants
on small sites, schools, road
verges, greenspaces etc

None currently envisaged

None currently envisaged

Supporting community and
‘friends of’ groups who help
manage and maintain local
parks

e Grants of up to £5,000 to
community groups for
specific schemes / tools /
capacity building

e None currently envisaged

None currently envisaged

None currently envisaged




Project theme (part 5 policy
BAAP24)

More minor projects
(under £20,000)

Smaller scale projects
(between £20,000 & £50,000)

Medium scale projects
(between £50,000 and
£100,000)

Larger scale projects
(£100,000 or more)

It must be noted and understood that this draft list of priorities is indicative and does not in itself demonstrate a corporate commitment to any of the items listed.
It is not the role of this Topic Paper to commit the Council to any projects. There are separate, well-established processes and procedures for this. It is intended to
provide more detailed and costed priorities on a rolling programme in due course. If the policy is confirmed, the Council would intend to carry out public consultation

on a draft priorities list.

Other projects that would
improve the local
environment.

e Working with Registered
Providers to secure and part
fund projects on
greenspaces they manage

e Air quality linked initiatives
with local schools, e.g. green
walls and air quality
monitoring

e Retro fit rain garden
projects, especially in areas
are higher risk of surface
water flooding

e Contribution to electric
vehicle infrastructure
provision within plan area

None currently envisaged

e Implementation of
measures to enhance
walking, cycling and public
transport accessibility —
particularly to
support/enhance:

o the overall Strand
regeneration,

o the potential for Bootle
Town Centre as an
Everton fan zone; and

o the current Bootle
School Neighbourhood
/ Walkability projects




Appendix 6: Derivation of open space /BAAP24 commuted sums

Green Space, Trees and Development Supplementary Planning Document (2008)

Extract from Appendix 1- Justification of commuted sums and how they are calculated

Public green space

A1.8 The commuted sum is £1,815.00]at 2011/2012 prices. We adjust the figure each year
in line with the consumer price index to take account of inflation.

A1.9 The amount requested is based on a contribution towards the cost of enhancing parks
and equipped children’s play areas; establishment costs over a 3 year period; and average
maintenance costs. Historically this has been what most green space commuted sums have
been spent on. The commuted sum also includes a charge for the costs of administering the
sum.

A1.10 We recognise that our commuted sum is a guideline, however it is the figure we would
normally charge unless there are exceptional circumstances as set out in section 5.
A1.11 Of the total of the commuted sum per home (100%):

+ 75% is for a contribution towards the costs of improving existing public parks and
playspaces (earth modeling, footpath construction, surfacing, benches, grass areas,
other planting, new play equipment);

10% is for 3 years' establishment;
10% is for maintenance (for up to 10 years); and
5 % Is for the costs of administering the commuted sum.

A1.12 Sefton’s Legal Department also charge an additional fee for preparing legal agreements
("'section 106" planning obligations), on an agreed scale of charges. For more complex
agreements — mostly those which include affordable housing — additional sums may be
requested fo cover the costs of obtaining advice from external expert consultants, legal and
administration costs.

A1.13 Park andfor playspace enhancement is likely to remain important although we recognise
that increasingly green space monies may be used to enhance quality or accessibility of other
types of green space, such as:
+ Nature enhancements (on self-contained sites or parts of other types of sites;
+ Pitches (including improvements to changing accommodation where this will help to
increase pitch capacity);
Allotments;
Interpretation boards and linked publicity;
Access improvements such as directional signs or surfacing and paving, making
safer crossing points on roads or changes to ‘access controls’ to parks;
+ (Other green space improvements.

A1.14 While commuted sums for frees can only be spent on new tree planting, in exceptional
circumstances we may spend some green space sums on tree provision if we find that this is
the highest priority or most suitable green space provision in an area.




2017 Open Space Supplementary Planning Document
(see open space spd -2017- 2024-25s106rate.pdf)
Extract from Appendix 1- Justification of commuted sums and how they are calculated

Appendix C: Commuted sums

C1. Commuted sums would be secured as part of planning obligations (legal agreements) made
under section 106 of the 1990 Town and Country Planning Act (as amended).

What is the commuted sum?

Off-site enhancements of existing public open space would be funded by commuted sum payments
of £2,680* per new-build home (at 2024-25 prices).

* adjusted each year in line with inflation.

Additional sums are likely to be sought if there are site-specific requirements which are necessary
to make the development acceptable.

Cc2. Examples of site specific requirements where these additional commuted sums are likely to
be sought include:

# A strong landscape structure — when the allocated site boundary is adjacent to the Green
Belt or other strategic open area; or other site-specific reasons, e.g. in relation to Local Plan
policies HC7 “Education and care institutions’, EQ1 ‘Healthy Sefton’ and heritage policies
NH9-NH15.

# Path and cycleway links — where housing sites need to be linked appropriately to the existing
network (including sites where this is required in site-specific policies or Appendix 1 of the
Local Plan)

# Designated flood risk areas and sustainable drainage systems(5SuDS) — where the site or new
public open space has existing flood risk or surface water issues which require mitigation, or
where there is a requirement in site-specific policies or Appendix 1 of the Local Plan in
relation to opportunities to reduce flood risk in the wider area, or for flood storage or SuDS
areas to be provided within Proposed Open Space

« Habhitat creation or enhancement - including where there is a requirement in site-specific
policies or Appendix 1 of the Local Plan for habitat creation or enhancement including within
Proposed Open Space

» Additional, specific enhancements or contributions towards proposals to offset the impact
of increased recreational pressure on the internationally important nature sites on the
Sefton Coast.

The commuted sum may be used as the basis for bonds in phased development, as set out in
Section 4 of the SPD.

C3. Where specific proposals for enhancement of existing public open space have been drawn
up, costed and agreed by Sefton Council, commuted sums would relate to these proposals. This
includes bonds for phased development, as set out in section 4 of this SPD.



https://www.sefton.gov.uk/media/5286/open_space_spd_-2017-_2024-25s106rate.pdf

2017 Open Space Supplementary Planning Document
(see open space spd -2017- 2024-25s106rate.pdf)
Extract from Appendix 1- Justification of commuted sums and how they are calculated

How has the commuted sum been calculated?

Cc4. The baseline commuted sum of £2,050 (2017-2018 prices) is carried forward from the
‘Green space, trees and development’ SPD (2008). This sum has been adjusted each year to reflect
inflation rates, and this annual adjustment would continue (£2,680 in 2024-2025). This sum has
been used successfully to secure public open space in Sefton since 2008 and it is considered
appropriate to apply a rate that continues to provide open space of the same high guality in the
future, irrespective of who provides or manages it. However, this is likely to be a minimum figure
since additional site specific requirements are only identified at the planning application (or pre-
application) stage and it is impossible to calculate the final commuted sum for a particular scheme in
advance. No maximum figure is therefore proposed. The Council is aware that planning obligations
must meet the tests set out in para 204 of the National Planning Policy Framework and the SPD
makes this clear in paragraph 4.3.

How will the commuted sum be spent?

C5. It is intended the total of the commuted sum per new home (100%) would be split in the
following way, broadly in line with this previous SPD:

* At least 65% towards the costs of improving existing public parks, play spaces or public
open space as set out in paragraph 3.19 of the SPD,

* Upto 10% contribution towards an initiative forming part of a strategic approach to
managing visitor pressure on the Sefton Coast as set out in paragraph 1.2 of the SPD,

* 10% for 3 years’ establishment,

* 10% for maintenance (for up to 10 years), and

* 5% for the costs of administering the commuted sum.

C6. Sefton’s Legal officers may also charge an additional fee for preparing legal agreements
(‘section 106’ planning obligations), on an agreed scale of charges. For more complex agreements
additional sums may be requested to cover the costs of obtaining advice from external expert
consultants, legal and administration costs.

What if the applicant does not agree with this commuted sum assessment?

C7. If the applicant does not agree with the final commuted sum calculation for a site, they
should provide designs and costs for the public open space and any related requirements such as
those in site-specific policies or Appendix 1 of the Local Plan and in relation to associated Proposed
Open Space to demonstrate, to the satisfaction of the Council, the total alternative costs.



https://www.sefton.gov.uk/media/5286/open_space_spd_-2017-_2024-25s106rate.pdf

Commuted sum rates over time

Financial
year

Commuted
sum

2005-06

£1,299.30

2006-07

£1338.28

2007-08

£1378.40

2008-09

£1516.24

2009-10

£1635.00

2010-11

£1734.50

2011-12

Not
available

2012-13

£1908.50

2013-14

£1,960

2014-15

£2,000

2015-16

Not
available

2017-18

£2050.00

2018-19

£2114

2019-20

£2165

2020-21

£2,200

2021-22

£2,215.40

2022 -23

£2328.00

2024-25

£2,680

£3,000.00

£2,500.00

£2,000.00

£1,500.00

£1,000.00

£500.00

£0.00

2005-06
2006-07
2007-08
2008-09
2009-10
2010-11
2011-12

Commuted sum for open space -
changes over time

2012-13
2013-14
2014-15
2015-16
2017-18
2018-19
2019-20
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2021-22

2022 -23

2024-25




