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2-3 storey homes 

Active ground floor uses  

Apartments to canal edge

Canal and tow path 

Public spaces drawing movement to the 
canal edge, and providing a prominent 

transition to/from town centre 
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Town centre
 

to Liverpool

connectio
ns 

Bold residential buildings creating a positive edge 
to the canal but with sensitive scale and massing 

responding to canal geometry, and avoiding 
visually dominating the waterside  

Landscaped linear space 
or play street forming 

transition from 
residential streets to 

canal side space

Softer green space providing a setting 
for residential development, with an 

emphasis on quiet/passive recreation 
and residential amenity 

Mixed use building with active ground 
floors creating a local landmark on 
approach from town centre and 
activating canal-side public space 

BASE CONCEPT 

•	 Predominantly residential 
development but with a 
mixed and varied canal edge 
including non-residential 
/ active ground floor uses 
where development forms a 
gateway towards the town 
centre

•	 Area 2 largely presents 
opportunities for 
development along one 
side of the canal but should 
be sensitive to existing 
development and uses on the 
opposite bank (e.g. existing 
residential amenity)  

KEY DESIGN CONCEPTS  
CODING COMMUNITY-ORIENTATED CANALSIDE PLACES 
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Town centre
 

connectio
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Low-speed residential streets 
promoting pedestrians and 

cyclist to the top of the user 
hierarchy where possible  

Residential development 
structured to provide clear and 

direct routes to canal edge  

Movement of boats, kayaks, canoes and other leisure 
activities a key part the composition, with moorings / 

launches integrated into the design of paths and spaces 

Orientation of routes 
maximising views towards 
and animation of canal and 

principal public spaces 

Area of maximum 
connectivity needing 
careful integration of 

different transport 
modes to promote and 
clarify safe pedestrian 

links to town centre

Paths to private residential 
areas helping to animate and 

connect the canal edge

Splaying of key connecting paths close 
to canal edge to pick up desire lines

Clear, generous tow path to accommodate 
free-flowing and high volume pedestrian 

and cyclist movements   

Inset: Design of 
buildings and paths 
coordinated to allow 
clear forward visibility 
through curved canal 
section, maximising 
the sense of a safe and 
overlooked route

•	 Urban structure orientated to 
emphasise strong, clear and 
safe onward pedestrian and 
cyclist friendly connections 
between town centre and 
canal

•	 Routes aligned to maximise 
views towards canal and 
waterside spaces, creating 
a dynamic geometry where 
linear connections meet the 
curving canal.
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Active canal tow path and connecting paths 

Key pedestrian and cyclist-friendly connections

Parking intercepting vehicular traffic, away 
from the canal edge  

Clear forward visibility through curved 
canal section to maximise the sense of 
a safe and overlooked route 

‘Visibility splays’ through the curved canal 
section enabling forward view  
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Active canal tow path and connecting paths 

Key pedestrian and cyclist-friendly connections

Parking intercepting vehicular traffic, away 
from the canal edge  

Clear forward visibility through curved 
canal section to maximise the sense of 
a safe and overlooked route 

‘Visibility splays’ through the curved canal 
section enabling forward view  

APPLICATION OF KEY PRINCIPLES: MOVEMENT

KEY DESIGN CONCEPTS  
CODING COMMUNITY-ORIENTATED CANALSIDE PLACES 
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Considered frontage height 
providing spatial definition and 
enclosure to adjacent space, 
but giving a more open and 
loose space 

Active ground floor uses 
combining with building design 
to create positive interface with 
main public space and 
connecting routes  

Arrangement of larger built 
form clustered to create 
gateway / arrival space on key 
axis from town centre

Principal elevations and 
terraces designed to maximise 
opportunities for natural 
surveillance over all public 
spaces and canal, including 
balconies etc.  

Roof terraces and active green 
roof providing additional 
amenity, outdoor space and 
overlooking  
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Town centre
 

connectio
ns 

Proportion of height to space 
more relaxed compared to 

area 1, giving a generous and 
flexible canal-side space

Residential parking set in rear courts to reduce visual 
impact of parked cars and provide integrated 

communal gardens / amenity areas   

Sequence of raised residential terraces 
along the canal edge helping family 

homes to front onto spaces - providing 
definition and overlooking, whilst 

ensuring amenity and security

Landscaped linear 
space or play street 

forming transition from 
residential streets to 

canal side space

Movement of boats, kayaks and other leisure activities 
a key part the composition, with moorings / launches 

integrated into the design of paths and spaces 

Main public space 
creating active arrival 

point on canal edge 

Opportunity to retain selected sections of historic wall 
integarted within landscape design, subject to feasibility 
and ensuring that high walls do not pose a safety threat 

or obscure forward views through the corner

Inset: Larger buildings 
arranged to define key 
arrival space and guide 
movement towards the 
canal

APPLICATION OF KEY PRINCIPLES: SPACE
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Taller buildings creating definition and backdrop to 
principal space, and scaled to recognise transition 
towards town centre  

1

Step down to a more domestic scale, but buildings 
maintaining an urban character, stepping forward 
towards, fronting and defining a linear canal space

2

Buildings of greater height and more robust massing 
clustered to canal edge 

Domestic residential formats with a higher density 
urban character based on a linear perimeter block  

APPLICATION OF KEY PRINCIPLES: FORM (1 OF 2)

Linear canal edge corridor creating 
a dynamic, varied sequence of 
buildings and spaces gradually 
lowering in height and density

•	 Clustering buildings towards 
the canal edge: a linear 
corridor of higher density 
development but with 
composed massing sensitive 
to adjacent residential areas.

•	 Potential for residential 
density of c60dph, with 
highest densities orientated 
towards the canal edge.

1 2

Taller buildings creating definition and backdrop to 
principal space, and scaled to recognise transition 
towards town centre  

1

Step down to a more domestic scale, but buildings 
maintaining an urban character, stepping forward 
towards, fronting and defining a linear canal space

2

Buildings of greater height and more robust massing 
clustered to canal edge 

Domestic residential formats with a higher density 
urban character based on a linear perimeter block  
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Raised terraces acting as shallow plinth, 
giving domestic buildings more 

presence in the composition, with a 
greater sense of vertical emphasis and 

enhanced definition of space

Positive frontage including corner turning 
elevations providing definition and overlooking 

of secondary / connecting routes 

Cluster of larger buildings 
with strong frontage to key 

arrival space

Varied roofline complementing dynamic building 
elevations, balancing pitched and flat angles to 
give a vertical emphasis, and integrate industrial 
aesthetic references    

Coordinated principal frontage combining 
vertical and horizontal projection to create a 
dynamic waterside elevation 

Fined grained vertical emphasis within 
elevational composition 

Key elevations and corners emphasised 
with distinctive design features in 
response to forward views

Subtle variation in roofline and height profile helping to 
accentuate key buildings but remaining composed and 
with an overarching residential character. Pitched and 
flat angles give vertical emphasis, and integrate 
industrial aesthetic references.    

Coordinated principal frontage combining vertical and 
horizontal projections, defining a sense of arrival and 
animating the canal edge  

Fined grained vertical emphasis to be integrated 
within elevational composition, giving rythym and 
depth to the street / long elevation

Key elevations and corners flowing with the curve, 
emphasised with distinctive design features in response 
to forward views

APPLICATION OF KEY PRINCIPLES: FORM (2 OF 2)

•	 Urban design composition  
creating a coordinated 
placemaking sequence 
following the sweeping canal 
edge

KEY DESIGN CONCEPTS  
CODING COMMUNITY-ORIENTATED CANALSIDE PLACES 

AREA 2

D
R

A
F

T

D
R

A
F

T



BOOTLE DESIGN CODE: CODING TOOLKIT
A NATIONAL MODEL DESIGN CODE PILOT PROJECT

BOOTLE DESIGN CODE: CODING TOOLKIT
A NATIONAL MODEL DESIGN CODE PILOT PROJECT

to
 n

orth
 B

ootle
 n

eig
hbourh

oods

to
 L

iv
erp

ool

To/fr
om

 centra
l B

ootle
 

re
sid

entia
l n

eig
hbourh

oods

East 
Bank

W
est 

Bank

Marginal aquatic planting and/or 
habitat rafts to create a softer, 
semi-natural character  

Feature buildings angled to 
maximise views and deflections, 

acting as local landmarks

Vehicular access coming to 
canal edge in places

Green space creating an informal 
nodal point, providing residential 

amenity and an opportunity to 
divert human activity away from 

the canal edge

Some parts of east bank 
characterised by private communal 
gardens, but carefully planned to 
present a coordinated appearance to 
views from west bank 

BASE CONCEPT 

•	 Residential development 
creating an open, fully public 
character to western bank 
allowing full pedestrian and 
cyclist access to canal and 
tow path.

•	 A more private east bank 
(no tow path), but with a 
bold urban form fronting and  
defining thee canal space  

2-3 storey homes 

Canal and tow path 

Occasional apartments to canal edge, e.g. 
clustered at a key public space  

single composition both sides of the canal

KEY DESIGN CONCEPTS  
CODING COMMUNITY-ORIENTATED CANALSIDE PLACES 
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APPLICATION OF KEY PRINCIPLES: MOVEMENT

to
 L

iv
erp

ool

To/fr
om

 centra
l B

ootle
 

re
sid

entia
l n

eig
hbourh

oods

East 
Bank

W
est 

Bank Vehicular access coming to 
canal edge in some limited 
places, to help animate the 

water edge 

Clear, generous tow path to accommodate 
free-flowing and high volume pedestrian 
and cyclist movements   

Low-speed residential streets 
promoting pedestrians and cyclist 

to the top of the user hierarchy 
where possible  

Residential development 
structured to provide clear and 

direct routes to canal edge  

Key links forming strong, clear corridors, with 
increasing emphasis on pedestrians and 

cyclists on approach to the canal

to
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oods•	 Varied formal and informal 
routes gathering towards the 
canal edge, maximising links, 
views and animation.

•	 Deformed grid structure 
references Bootle’s traditional 
urban structure but allows 
for some variation and 
informality nearer to the 
canal edge.

Active canal tow path and connecting paths 

Key pedestrian and cyclist-friendly connections

Parking intercepting vehicular traffic, away 
from the canal edge  
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Potential for occasional active ground floor use to 
enhance interface with main public spaces / routes  

Selective use of larger built forms, e.g. located 
to provide definition and enclosure of green 
space adjacent to canal

Principal elevations and terraces designed to 
maximise opportunities for natural surveillance over 
all public spaces and canal, including balconies etc.  

Roof terraces and active green roof 
providing additional amenity, outdoor 
space and overlooking  

Frontage height of taller buildings proportionate to size 
of space to give spatial definition and enclosure, but 
with controlled variation to give a dynamic edge  

Interactive ground floor uses combining with building 
design to create positive interface with principal public 
spaces and connecting routes  

Dynamic arrangement of taller buildings clustered to 
animate, define and overlook principal public spaces  

Principal elevations and terraces designed to maximise 
opportunities for natural surveillance over all public 
spaces and canal, including balconies etc.  

Roof terraces and active green roof providing additional 
amenity, outdoor space and overlooking  
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Marginal aquatic planting and/or 
habitat rafts to create a softer, 
semi-natural character  

Vehicular access at canal 
edge delivered as a high 

quality, pedestrian friendly 
street space 

Green space creating an informal 
nodal point, providing residential 

amenity and an opportunity to 
divert human activity away from 

the canal edge

Sequence of raised residential terraces 
along the canal edge helping family 

homes to front onto spaces - providing 
definition and overlooking, whilst 

ensuring amenity and security

Some parts of east bank 
characterised by private communal 
gardens, but carefully planned to 
present a coordinated appearance to 
views from west bank 

Overlooked, landscaped parking 
courts integrating pocket parks and 

providing communal amenity 

APPLICATION OF KEY PRINCIPLES: SPACE
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Bold frontage, proportionate to 
space, giving definition and 
enclosure, but maintaining an overall 
human scale and family-orientated 
domestic character 

Raised terraces acting as shallow 
plinth, giving domestic buildings more 

presence in the composition, with a 
greater sense of vertical emphasis and 

enhanced definition of space

Intimate, human scaled street 
spaces presenting positive 

frontage, including corner turning 
elevations, to define and overlook 

secondary / connecting routes 

APPLICATION OF KEY PRINCIPLES: FORM

Largely consistent height profile composed across the canal, with 
exception of selected landmark locations. Variation in roof line, 
balancing pitched angles and horizontal parapets giving localised, 
human scale detail and an animated skyline   

Limited application of larger scaled principal frontage, deployed at 
selected locations to complement adjacent spaces and key views  

Selected elevations and corners emphasised with 
distinctive design features in response to forward views

Fined grained vertical emphasis to be integrated within elevational 
composition, giving rythym and depth to the long elevation

KEY DESIGN CONCEPTS  
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